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TICKETLESS SYSTEM 



First Office Action 



l.Ef Pursuant to the provision of Article 35 (1) of 
made an examination as to substance of 



he Chinese Patent Law, the examiner 
tie captioned patent application for 



J ■* I^wiwmi MppilVU 

invention upon the request for substantive examination filed by the applicant 



□ Pursuant to the provision of Article 35 (2) of 
Patent Office has decided to conduct on t 



the Chinese Patent Law, the Chinese 
s own initiative an examination as to 



substance of the captioned patent application for invention. 
2.0 The applicant requests taking the filing date. Jung 19 ?nnp a f the _JP_ Patent 



Office, the filing date 
date, 



at the 



, at the 



. Patent Office, the filing 

Patent Office as the priority date 

of the present application. 

0 A copy of the first filed patent application certified by the receiving organ of the 
initial country of filing has been submitted by the applicant. 

□ A copy of the first filed patent application certified by the receiving organ of the 
initial country of filing has not been submitted by the applicant. Pursuant to the 
provision of Article 30 of the Chinese Pqtent Law, no priority right shall be deemed to 
have been claimed, 

3.D The applicant filed amended application document(s) on 

and 

□ Examination hlas confirmed that 

cannot be accepted, , 

accepted, 

as the above amendment(s) □ is/are not in conformity with the provision of Article 33 of 
the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule SI of the Implementing Regulations 
of the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ For the specific reason that the amendment(s) cannot be accepted, see the text of 
the Office Action. 



filejd on 



filed on 
cannot be 



2201 



4.0 The examination is conducted in the light of the original application document(s) 
□ The examination is conducted in the light of the following application documenf(s)- 
in the original application documents submitted on the filing date- 

Claim(s) page(s) of fhe descripiion/ Hgurp(s j 

of the drawing^); Claimfs) , page ( S ) n f the description 

F'gure(s) submitted on : Claim(s) pa g e ( s ) 



of the description, Figurefs) submitted on 

□ Abstract of the description submitted on 



5. □ The present Office Action has been prepared without a search having been 
conducted. 

0 The present Office Action has been prepared with a search having been 
conducted. 

EI The following reference document(s) is/are cited in this Office Action (its/their serial 
number(s) will, continue to be used throughout the examination procedure): 



mm 






1 


US5724520A 


(Date) March 3, 1998 


2 




(Date) 


3 




(Date) 


4 






S 
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6, The concluding comments of the examiner are: 
U On the description: 

□ The content of the application comes within the scope where no patent right is 
granted as provided in Article 5 of the Patent Low. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provision of Article 26(3) of the Pater\\ 
Law. 

□ The drafting of the description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 18 of the 
Implementing Regulations, 

EI On the claims: 

□ Claim comes within the scope where no patent right is granted as provided in Article 
25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the definition of invention in Rule 2(1) of the 
Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim does not possess novelty as provided in Article 22(2) of the Patent 

Law. 

Claim 1-15 does not possess inventiveness as provided in Article 22(3) of the 

Patent Law. 

D Claim does not possess practical applicability as provided in Article 22(4) of 

the Patent Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provision of Article 26(4) of the Patent 
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Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provision of Article 31 (1) of the Patent 

Law, 

0 Claim 13-15 is not In conformity with the provisions of Rules 20-23 of the 
Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim „ is not in conformity with the provision of Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

a Claim Is not in conformity of the provision of Rule 12(1) of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

For specific analyses of the above concluding comments, see the text of this Office 
Action. 



7. In view of the above concluding comments, the examiner holds that: 



□ The applicant should amend the application document in accordance with the 
requirements raised in the text of this Office Action. The amended document(s) should 
be submitted in duplicate and should conform to the provisions of Article 33 of the 
Patent Law and Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law, 

□ The applicant should expound in his Observations the reasons why the captioned 
patent application is patentable and amend the places not conforming to 
regulations as pointed out in the text of the Office Action, otherwise it would be 
impossible for the patent right to be granted. 

0 The captioned patent application contains no substantive content for which the 
patent right may be granted, thus if the applicant has not advanced his reasons or 
has not done so adequately, the application will be rejected. 

8. The applicant should pay attention to the following matters: 

(1 ) In accordance with the provision of Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant 
should submit his/its Observations within torn months from the data of receipt of 
this Office Action; it without any justified reason, the time limit for making 
response is not met *he application will be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) The amendments made by the applicant to his application should conform to 
the provision of Article 33 of the Patent Law, the amended text should be in 
duplicate and the format should conform to the relevant provisions of the 
Guidelines for Examination. 

(3) The applicant's Observations or amended text should be mailed or presented 
to the Receiving Section of the Chinese Patent Office. Document no mailed or 
presented to the Acceptance Section have no legal force. 

(4) Without making an appointment, the applicant and/or agent may not come to 
the Chinese Patent Office to hold an interview with the examiner. 

9. This Office Action consists of the text portion totalling 7 page(s) and of the 
following annox(es): 

0 JL duplicate copies of the reference document(s) cited totalling _2_page(s). 

□ 

□ 
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First Office Action 

As stated in the description, this application relates to a ticketless system. 
Through examination, now the following examination opinions are 
provided: 

1 Claim 1 claims a ticketless system, ref 1 with the same field as this 
invention discloses an electronic ticketing and reservation system and 
specifically discloses the technical features: 

The electronic ticketing and reservation system, wherein a flight 
information reservation center (coL 5 ? line 4 of the description, 
corresponding to the ticket issuing center of said claim), a credit card 
company (col. 2 ? line 44 of the description, corresponding to the payment 
center of said claim), and an airport gate (col. 3, line 8 of the description, 
corresponding to the entrance gate of said claim) aie connected by a 
network, the electronic ticketing and reservation system including: 

(1) a flight information reservation center for notifying the passenger of 
the flight information from the reservation center in response to a 
request from the passenger's telephone (corresponding to the first user 
terminal of said claim) connected to the network (col. 5, lines 4-10 of 
the description); 

(2) when the passenger confirms the flight information to be reserved 
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from much flight information, the reservation center obtains the 
reserved specific flight information (corresponding to the second data 
in said claim), the passenger's personal information (coiresponding to 
the third data in said claim) and the form of payment (col. 2, lines 37- 
41 of the description); 

(3) if the passenger elects to pay be credit card, the airline main computer 
notifies the credit card company and automatically transfers the 
payment that should be given from the account number provided by 
the user through the credit card company (col. 2, lines 41-45 of the 
description); 

(4) After the reservation is successful, the passenger obtains a reservation 
number corresponding to the reservation and an JD card, the 
reservation is identified by a passenger name and ID card number (col 
5, lines 20-23 of the description of ref. 1). When the passenger arrives 
at the airport on the day when the reserved flight takes off, the ID card 
ATM connected to the reservation center identifies the ID card on the 
basis of the ID card number, when the ID card is corresponding to the 
reservation number, the ID card owner is allowed to pass the 
corresponding entrance (col, 2, line 47-col. 3, line 30 of the 
description). 

By comparison of said claim with ref. 1, their difference is merely that 



2 



the ID card in ref. 1 is replaced by the second user terminal in said claim, 
the replacement is a conventional design means of those skilled in the art, 
their effects are identical as to substance, it is obvious to those skilled in 
the ait to obtain the technical solution claimed in said claim on the basis 
of ref 1 and in combination with the replacement, therefore the technical 
solution of said claim is not in conformity with the provision on 
inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

2 The additional technical features of claim 2 have been concealed in ref 
1 (col. 2, lines 41-46 of the description). Ref. 1 indicates that if a 
passenger elects to pay by credit card, the credit card company will 
transfer the amount in the user's credit card corresponding to the 
reservation to the reservation center. Therefore certainly the fourth data 
obtained in the payment center in ref. 1 comprises the number of a credit 
card; certainly the payment means draws an amount of money 
represented with the price data included in the second data from an 
account shown with the credit card number. Therefore, when claim 1 
referred to has no inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 2 is not in 
conformity with the provision on inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 of the 
Patent Law. 

3. The additional technical features of claim 3 have been concealed in ref 
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1 (col. 3, lines 38-50 of the description). Therefore, when claim 1 referred 
to has no inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 3 is not in 
conformity with the provision on inventiveness of Ait. 22, para. 3 of the 
Patent Law, 

4. A part of the technical features of claim 4 have been disclosed in ref. 1 
(col 2, line 61 -col. 3, line 30 of the description). Ref. 1 indicates that the 
passenger uses an ID card on the ATM to obtain guiding information 
corresponding to the corresponding entrance after a payment of the 
payment means at the site represented with the site data included in the 
second data. The ID card is swiped on the corresponding mobile 
communication unit (corresponding to the fourth means of this invention) 
at the entrance, the mobile communication unit notifies the ID card 
number to the reservation center, if the ID card number corresponds to the 
corresponding reservation number, permission means allows the ID card 
owner to pass the entrance. By comparison of said claim with ref. 1, their 
difference is merely that the ID card in ref 1 is replaced by the second 
user terminal in said claim, the ticketless system in said claim is to set a 
different gate telephone number for each of the plurality of gates so that 
the user uses the second user terminal to send a call to the gate telephone 
number corresponding to an entrance gate for passage. Replacing the ID 
card in ref 1 by the second user terminal is a conventional design means 
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of those skilled in the art (see the comments on claim 1). On the basis of 
the replacement, setting a different gate telephone number for a different 
gate is within the reach of the conventional design of those skilled in the 
ait, the technical feature that the user uses the second user terminal to 
send a call to the gate telephone number corresponding to an entrance 
gate for passage is an inevitable subsequent step. Therefore, when claim 1 
referred to has no inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 4 is not in 
conformity with the provision on inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 of the 
Patent Law. 

5. The additional technical feature "said third data comprises a telephone 
number of said first user terminal" of claim 5 has been disclosed in ref 1 
(col. 2, lines 40-41 of the description), by comparison of said claim with 
ref 1, their difference is merely that the fifth data in the ticketless system 
of said claim comprises a telephone number of said second user terminal, 
but the fifth data in ref 1 comprises an ID card number. Replacing the ED 
card in ref. 1 by the second user terminal is a conventional design means 
of those skilled in the art (see the comments on claim 1), accordingly, 
replacing the ID card number in the fifth data by the telephone number of 
the second user terminal is within the reach of the conventional design of 
those skilled in the art. Therefore, when claim 1 referred to has no 

inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 5 is not in conformity with 

5 
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the provision on inventiveness of Art 22 ? para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

6. Claim 6 claims a ticketless admission method in a network system, ref 
1 with the same field as this invention discloses an electronic ticketing 
and reservation method and specifically discloses the technical features: 

(a) a flight information reservation center notifies the passenger of the 
flight information from the reservation center in response to a request 
from the passenger's telephone (corresponding to the first user 
terminal of said claim) connected to the network (col. 5, lines 4-10 of 
the description); 

(b) when the passenger confirms the flight information to be reserved 
from much flight information, the reservation center obtains the 
reserved specific flight information (corresponding to the second data 
in said claim), the passenger's personal information (corresponding to 
the third data in said claim) and the form of payment (col. 2, lines 37- 
41 of the description); 

(c) if the passenger elects to pay be credit card, the airline main computer 
notifies the credit card company and automatically transfers the 
payment that should be given from the account number provided by 
the user through the credit card company (col. 2, lines 41-45 of the 
description); 

(d) After the reservation is successful, the passenger obtains a reservation 

6 
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number corresponding to the reservation and an ID card, the 
reservation is identified by a passenger name and ID card number (col 
5, lines 20-23 of the description of ref. 1). When the passenger arrives 
at the airport on the day when the reserved flight takes off, the ID card 
ATM connected to the reservation center identifies the ID card on the 
basis of the ID card number, when the ID card is corresponding to the 
reservation number, the ID card owner is allowed to pass the 
corresponding entrance (col. 2, line 47-col. 3, line 30 of the 
description). 



By comparison of said claim with ref, 1, their difference is merely that 
the ID card in ref. 1 is replaced by the second user terminal in said claim, 
the replacement is a conventional design means of those skilled in the ait, 
their effects are identical as to substance, it is obvious to those skilled in 
the art to obtain the technical solution claimed in said claim on the basis 
of ref. 1 and in combination with the replacement, therefore the technical 
solution of said claim is not in conformity with the provision on 
inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

7. The additional technical features of claim 7 have been concealed in ref. 
1 (col. 2, lines 41-46 of the description). Ref. 1 indicates that if a 
passenger elects to pay by credit card, the credit card company will 



transfer the amount in the user's credit card corresponding to the 
reservation to the reservation center. Therefore certainly the fourth data in 
ref. 1 comprises the number of a credit card; certainly the step (d) 
comprises drawing an amount of money shown with the price data 
notified in the step (c) from an account represented with the credit card 
number notified in the step (c). Therefore, when claim 6 referred to has 
no inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 7 is not in conformity 
with the provision on inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

8. The additional technical features of claim 8 have been concealed in ref. 
1 (col. 3, lines 38-50 of the description). Therefore, when claim 6 referred 
to has no inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 8 is not in 
conformity with the provision on inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 of the 
Patent Law. 

9. A part of the technical features of claim 9 have been disclosed in ref. 1 
(col. 2, line 61-col. 3, line 30 of the description). Ref. 1 indicates that the 
passenger uses an ID card on the ATM to obtain guiding information 
corresponding to the corresponding entrance after a payment of the 
payment means at the site represented with the site data included in the 
second data. The ID card is swiped on the corresponding mobile 
communication Unit (corresponding to the fourth means of this invention) 

8 
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at the entrance, the mobile communication unit notifies the ID card 
number to the reservation center, if the ID card number corresponds to the 
corresponding reservation number, permission means allows the ID card 
owner to pass the entrance. By comparison of said claim with ref. 1, their 
difference is merely that the ID card in ref. 1 is replaced by the second 
user terminal in said claim, the ticketless system in said claim is to set a 
different gate telephone number for each of the plurality of gates so that 
the user uses the second user tenninal to send a call to the gate telephone 
number corresponding to an entrance gate for passage. Replacing the ID 
card in ref. 1 by the second user terminal is a conventional design means 
of those skilled in the art (see the comments on claim 6). On the basis of 
the replacement, setting a different gate telephone number for a different 
gate is within the reach of the conventional design of those skilled in the 
art, the technical feature that the user uses the second user terminal to 
send a call to the gate telephone number corresponding to an entrance 
gate for passage is an inevitable subsequent step. Therefore, when claim 6 
referred to has no inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 9 is not in 
conformity with the provision on inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 of the 
Patent Law. 

10. The additional technical feature "said third data comprises a 
telephone number of said first user terminal" of claim 10 has been 



1 (col. 2, lines 40-41 of the description), by comparison of said claim 
with ref. 1, their difference is merely that the fifth data in the ticketless 
system of said claim comprises a telephone number of said second user 
terminal, but the fifth data in ref. 1 comprises an ID card number. 
Replacing the ID card in ref. 1 by the second user terminal is a 
conventional design means of those skilled in the art (see the comments 
on claim 6), accordingly, replacing the ID card number in the fifth data by 
the telephone number of the second user terminal is within the reach of 
the conventional design of those skilled in the art. Therefore, when claim 
6 referred to has no inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 10 is 
not in conformity with the provision on inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 
of the Patent Law. 

1 1 Claim 1 1 claims a ticketless system, ref. 1 with the same field as this 
invention discloses an electronic ticketing and reservation system and 
specifically discloses the technical features: 

The electronic ticketing and reservation system, wherein a flight 
information reservation center (col. 5, line 4 of the description, 
corresponding to the ticket issuing center of said claim), a credit card 
company (col. 2, line 44 of the description, corresponding to the payment 
center of said claim), and an airport gate (col. 3, line 8 of the description, 
corresponding to the entrance gate of said claim) are connected by a 

10 
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network, the electronic ticketing and reservation system including; 

(1) a flight information reservation center for notifying the passenger of 
the flight information from the reservation center in response to a 
request from the passenger's telephone (corresponding to the first user 
terminal of said claim) connected to the network (col. 5, lines 4-10 of 
the description); 

(2) when the passenger confirms the flight information to be reserved 
from much flight information, the reservation center obtains the 
reserved specific flight information (corresponding to the second data 
in said claim), the passenger's personal information (corresponding to 
the third data in said claim) and the form of payment (col. 2, lines 37- 
41 of the description); 

(3) if the passenger elects to pay be credit card, the airline main computer 
notifies the credit card company and automatically transfers the 
payment that should be given from the account number provided by 
the user through the credit card company (col. 2 3 lines 41-45 of the 
description); 

(4) After the reservation is successful, when the passenger arrives at the 
airport on the day when the reserved flight takes off, the passenger 
inputs the passenger's name (corresponding to the fifth data of said 
claim) on the keyboard (corresponding to the input section of said 
claim) of the mobile unit, the mobile unit connected to the reservation 

u 



center makes a check on the basis of the input name, when the name 
is corresponding to the reservation number, the passenger is allowed 
to pass the corresponding entrance (col. 4, lines 13-21, col. 3, lines 
50-54 of the description). 



By comparison of said claim with ref. 1, their difference is merely that 
the fifth data in ref. 1 is used for identifying the user, but the fifth data in 
said claim is used for identifying the user terminal, the replacement is a 
conventional design means of those skilled in the art, their effects are 
identical as to substance, it is obvious to those skilled in the art to obtain 
the technical solution claimed in said claim on the basis of ref. 1 and in 
combination with the replacement, therefore the technical solution of said 
claim is not in conformity with the provision on inventiveness of Art. 22, 
para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

12. The additional technical features of claim 12 have been concealed in 
ref. 1 (col. 2, lines 41-46 of the description). Ref. 1 indicates that if a 
passenger elects to pay by credit card, the credit card company will 
transfer the amount in the user's credit card corresponding to the 
reservation to the reservation center Therefore certainly the fourth data 
obtained in the payment center in ref. 1 comprises the number of a credit 

card; certainly the payment means draws an amount of money 
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represented with the price data included in the second data from an 
account shown with the credit card number. Therefore, when claim 11 
referred to has no inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 12 is not 
in conformity with the provision on inventiveness of Art, 22 4 para. 3 of 
the Patent Law. 

13. The technical feature "second user terminal" in the characterizing 
portion of claim 13, the technical features "second user terminal" and 
"fourth notification means" hi the characterizing portion of claim 14 and 
the technical feature "second user terminal" in the characterizing portion 
of claim 1 5 do not appear in the technical solution of claim 11 referred to, 
therefore claims 13-15 are not clear, which is not in conformity with the 
provision of Rule 20, para, 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the 
Patent Law. 

14. According to the examiner's understanding, "the owner of said 
second user terminal" in the characterizing portion of claim 13 should be 
"the person who has input said fifth data", even if the applicant amends 
said claim, the amended claim 13 has no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 
22, para. 3 of the Patent Law, the reason is that the additional technical 
features of the amended claim 13 have been concealed m ref. 1 (col. 3, 

lines 38-50 of the description). Therefore, when claim 11 referred to has 
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no inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 13 is not in conformity 
with the provision on inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

15. According to the examiner's understanding, correct claim 14 should 
be "The ticketless system defined in Claim 11, further comprising a 
plurality of entrance gates, each of the gates has an input section to which 
data can be input", even if the applicant amends said claim, the amended 
claim 14 has no inventiveness prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent 
Law, the reason is that the additional technical features of the amended 
claim 14 have been disclosed in ref. 1 (col. 2, line 61 -col. 3, line 30, col. 
4, lines 13-21, col. 3, lines 50-54 of the description), ref. 1 indicates that 
after a payment of the payment means, when the passenger arrives at the 
airport on the day when the reserved flight takes off, the passenger inputs 
the passenger's name on the keyboard of the mobile unit of the 
corresponding entrance, the mobile unit connected to the reservation 
center makes a check on the basis of the input name, when the name is 
corresponding to the reservation number, the passenger is allowed to pass 
the corresponding entrance. Therefore, when claim 11 referred to has no 
inventiveness, claim 14 is not in conformity with the provision on 
inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

16. According to the examiner's understanding, there are two methods for 
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conrectly writing claim 15: one is that "a telephone number of said second 
user terminal" in the characterizing portion of claim 15 should be 
amended as "a telephone number input by the input section", the other is 
that the characterizing portion of claim 15 should be "said third data 
comprises a code for identifying the system user, said fifth data comprises 
a telephone number input by the input section". Even if the applicant 
amends said claim, the amended claim 1 5 has no inventiveness prescribed 
hi Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. The reasons are as below: 
According to the first method, the additional technical feature 4 'said third 
data comprises a telephone number of said first user terminal" has been 
disclosed in ref 1 (col. 4, lines 13-21, col. 3 5 lines 50-54 of the 
description), by comparison of claim 15 with ref. 1, their difference is 
merely that the fifth data in the ticketless system of claim 15 comprises a 
telephone number input by the input section, but the fifth data in ref. 1 
comprises a passenger's name input by input means. It is a conventional 
design means of those skilled in the art that the technical feature that the 
fifth data in ref, 1 is used for identifying the user is replaced by the 
technical feature that the fifth data is used for identifying the user 
terminal (see the comments on claim 11), accordingly, it is within the 
reach of the conventional design of those skilled in the ait that the 
technical feature that the fifth data comprises a passenger's name input by 
the input section is replaced by the technical feature that the fifth data 
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comprises a telephone number input by the input section. Therefore, 
when claim 1 1 referred to has no inventiveness, the technical solution of 
claim 15 is not in conformity with the provision on inventiveness of Art. 
22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

According to the second method, the additional technical features of 
claim 15 have been disclosed in ref. 1 (col. 4, lines 13-21, col, 3 5 lines 50- 
54 of the description). Therefore, when claim 11 referred to has no 
inventiveness, the technical solution of claim 15 is not in conformity with 
the provision on inventiveness of Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

For the above reasons, the claims of this application cannot be patent- 
granted, besides, no other substantive contents for which a patent right 
may be granted are written in the description of this application, therefore, 
even if the applicant makes further definition on the basis of the 
disclosure contained in the description, this application has no patentable 
prospects. If the applicant cannot provide sufficient reasons within the 
time limit for response prescribed in this Office Action to indicate that 
this application has novelty and inventiveness, this application will be 
rejected under the provision of Art, 38 of the Patent Law, 



